This study explores the perceptions of students of the features of effective clinical teaching and learning in dental education. This was a qualitative study conducted in one government and one private dental college selected purposively. Study population was final year dental students of selected Dental colleges. A total of 29 students participated in this study. An open ended questionnaire was developed for the focus group discussion for the students. From the students focus group discussion the following seven themes were identified, (1) Organization of the teaching and learning session, (2) stimulating and encouraging teaching and learning session, (3) achieving goal, (4) learning objectives, (5) active participation, (6) scope of frequent brief practice, and (7) feedback. These themes were further subdivided into 26 sub-themes. The features of clinical training experiences that dental students perceived were effective. Our students perceived that authentic clinical experiences are important to their clinical learning, allowing them to see the patient as a whole, be the first medical contact for the patient, and take more responsibility of their own learning and apply patient-centered care. Students also identified the importance of the scope of clinical cases they saw in terms of numbers, variety, offering varied clinical signs and unusual and interesting cases. Our students also felt that their teachers' positive attitudes, ability to establish a good supervisory relationship were important to learning. It has also been shown that students value good feedback in clinical teaching and learning. Our students also felt that the learning environment contributes to their learning.
Rationale of the study
In dental education context of Bangladesh, clinical teaching and learning has been less extensively examined. The purpose of the study was to find out the students' experiences, views and interpretation of the students' clinical placement experience. These students' perceptions are important because they provide insight into the factors that hinder teaching and learning in clinical practice and can suggest approaches for improvement that can be used in future for curriculum development.
Objective of the study
To explore dental students' views regarding effective clinical teaching and learning in dental education.
Introduction
Dental education is regarded as a complex, demanding and often stressful pedagogical procedure. Undergraduates, while enrolled in programs of 4 years duration, are required to attain a unique and diverse collection of competences. Despite the major differences in educational systems, philosophies, methods and resources available worldwide. 1 Clinical skills teaching are provided both in ambulatory and inpatient settings. This combination of teaching settings is likely to provide the most effective approach to dental students. The clinical learning is affected by many factors, including the varieties of clinical cases encountered, the quality of supervision and feedback, good organization of the experiences and characteristics of learners and teachers. However, the impact of some of these factors on students' clinical learning, when tested, is not always confirmed.
The effectiveness of teaching and learning in the clinical learning environment and how it prepares dental students to independently provide patient care is a central concern in dental education. There is growing awareness that learners' responses to and views of their educational experiences are important in modifying the educational process.
Results

Student focus group interviews
Seven main themes were identified for the experiences and activities students felt contributed to their clinical competence: (1) Organization of the teaching and learning session, (2) stimulating and encouraging teaching and learning session, (3) achieving goal, (4) learning objectives, (5) active participation, (6) scope of frequent brief practice, and (7) feedback. The seven main themes are further divided into sub-themes, as shown in Table 1 . In the following text, we present these themes along with quotations from students as illustrations. 
Discussion
This study aimed to explore dental students' views of the types of experiences and activities that contributed to students' clinical competence. Students identified the importance of the scope of clinical cases they saw in terms of numbers, variety, offering varied clinical signs and unusual and interesting cases. Previous studies have demonstrated that clinical volume helps students gain clinical skills 2 and that it is patient variation found through the volume of clinical experiences that is important. 3, 4 Our students perceived that clinical experiences are important to their clinical learning, allowing them to see the patient as a whole, take more responsibility of their own learning and apply patient-centered care.
These students identified several organizational factors as important to their learning such as curricular factors, feedback from teacher and learning environment. The frequent thought of the students about time spent in the clinical setting is not enough which should be brought to consideration with emphasis.
Our students also felt that the learning environment contributes to their learning. In order to get the best out of anyone, whether a student or a teacher, the working environment has to be optimal. If it is congenial, the end result is definitely going to be better than if the environment were to be stressful or not so congenial. 5 Supervision appears to be the key to the success of clerkships. In a study supervision was defined as "the provision of monitoring, guidance and feedback on matters of personal, professional and educational development in the context of the doctor's care of patients". 6 Several key characteristics of effective learning experiences were identified in relation to teaching factors in this study.
Instructor personal qualities such as approachability, positive attitudes, commitment, good teaching skills with knowledge and willingness to give guidance and feedback contributed to effective learning experiences and educational development in the context of the doctor's care of patients". It has also been shown that students value good feedback in clinical teaching and learning 7 and that good feedback directly influences students' performance. By giving feedback and encouraging students to reflect, supervisors can have a positive affect on learning. Others have previously reported that teachers are more effective when they show a positive attitude and enthusiasm for teaching, demonstrate good clinical skills, and practice ethically. 8 
Conclusion
This study has identified the factors that students and teachers of our dental colleges believe affect clinical learning. These factors can be considered when planning and developing dental curricula, to promote effective clinical rotations and students' learning. It should be noted that this study queried perceptions, and relying on only subjective assessments and personal views and experiences cannot confirm or quantify the impact of each factor identified. Further studies using other, complementary study approaches should assess the impact of the factors identified by the students of this study.
